From the Desk of

LAWRENCE S. LAPIDUS
(202) 822-3777
llapidus@karpfrosh.com

February, 2004
Dear Friend,

I am often asked, "What makes a good settlement"? The
Answer is not an easy one. It depends upon the nature and
extent of the injuries, the clarity of the liability issue involved,
and in automobile accident cases, and the extent of property
damage. Other important factors include how the physician
describes the injuries and to what extent the physicians
corroborates  the client's report of pain, injury
and impairments. Time lost from work or other important
daily activities are also important considerations, People are
often surprised to learn that insurance adjusters look for
"treatment gaps" and that no amount of good explanations for
not visiting the doctor regularly or as instructed will diminish
the value of a potential settlement and if the case goes to
court, will also diminish a jury verdict.

When you bring your negligence case here, we try to
make what other lawyers feel is a good settlement into the best
settlement possible. We do this by working closely with
clients, giving every case constant and regular attention, and
building a persuasive case by obtaining all pertinent records
and then arranging them in a way that makes it easy for a busy
insurance adjuster or other decision-maker (like a jury or an
arbitrator) to give the best possible decision under all of the
circumstances involved.

If you feel I can assist you, your family and friends
obtain the best possible settlement, please call my office as
soon as possible after any type of unusual injury. Working
together, I am confident we can obtain the best possible
settlement or verdict.

With best regards

Representing Neg[fgem:e Victims for Ovey Twenty-five Years



